| s The Person You Thi nk
About The Mst M ssing God's
Poi nt ?

By Davi d Hopki ns

When it cones to keeping Gods commandnents have
you ever asked yourself ami selfish?

Mat t hew 22: 37-39 Jesus said unto him "Thou shalt

| ove the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mnd." "This is the
first and great commandnent." "And the second is |ike
unto it, Thou shalt | ove thy nei ghbor as thyself.

Question, how can you keep the greatest two
commandnments of God listed in the scriptures above if
you' re al ways thinking about yourself?

The answer is you can't!



According to these verses you shoul d be thinking
about how to please and serve God all of the tine and
this includes splitting the tinme you think about

pl easi ng yourself with thinking about and pl easi ng

ot her people, which is also the second greatest
commandnent .

Sonme "Christians" have fallen for the idea that when
the Bi bl e says that the second greatest commandnent
I's, "Love your neighbor as yourself.", it neans that
bef ore you can keep this conmandnent, you nust |earn
to | ove yoursel f.

This is not so, the real intent of the Scripture,
then, is that, since you already |ove yourself, your
| ove for your neighbor should be at |east equal to

t his.

Il magine if you spent less tine thinking about what
you wll eat, how you wll pay bills, what you w ||
put on, and things of this nature.

You woul d then have nore tinme to think about serving
God and hel ping others in conjunction with the tasks
you al ready do for yourself everyday.

Mat t hew 6: 25 Therefore | say unto you, Take no

t hought for your |ife, what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put
on. Is not the |life nore than neat, and the body than
rai nent ?

The Bi bl e al so teaches that one should keep a hunbl e
opi nion of hinmself. In Romans 12:3, Paul wote, "Do
not think of yourself nore highly than you ought."”
and in Philippians 2:3, "...in lowiness of mnd, |et
each esteem others better than hinself."

God obviously doesn't |ike proud boasters and people
who seek to build thenselves up at the expense of
ot hers.

Theref ore when you do good things for other people do
not do it out of pressure or for you own personal
gain but w thout thinking about yourself point out
the good qualities of that person instead of
conparing their qualities to yours.

Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or
vainglory; but in lowiness of mnd |l et each esteem
ot hers better than thensel ves.



Jesus said "deny yourself" in which | take to nean
deny yourself of the pleasures of this world that are
sinin order to live Holy.

It could also nean to refuse to believe in or accept
your own ability to live a good |ife w thout Jesus
and to give everything to God to take care of, which
woul d be the appropriate way to |ive.

Mat t hew 16: 24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, "If
any man will cone after ne, |let himdeny hinself, and
take up his cross, and foll ow ne.

In conclusion if you want to be on the side of God by
not being selfish its inportant to keep your mnd off
of your problens (Ph. 4:8-9). Equally consider the
needs of others with your own needs (M. 22:39) Take
no thought for your life. (M. 6:25) Esteem others
better than yourself. (Ph. 2:3) And to deny yourself
by not giving in to the pleasures of sin. (M. 16:24).
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