What |s The Most | nport ant
Ri ght eous Requi renent O
God' s Law?

By David Hopki ns

To live "under gods law' is to live under the
expectation of fulfilling God' s noral standards

t hrough one's own human ability. However, rather than
experiencing the joy of a clean conscience, we
sonetines feel enslaved to legalismand guilt.

The problemis not wwth God's noral standards but with
the sinful nature of humanity.

James 1:14-15 But every nman is tenpted, when he is
drawn away of his own |ust, and enticed. Then when

| ust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin,
when it is finished, bringeth forth death.



Therefore one is to wal k by nmeans of the Spirit,
(which is eternal) and not wal k by neans of the flesh
(which is death).

Both are systens that are conplete in thenselves. To
understand one is to al so understand the ot her.

I f one chooses to walk by the Spirit, then of
necessity one has to avoid walking in the flesh.

To wal k in this case neans to organi ze one's life
around one of these governing principles.

For instance, for wal king by neans of the Spirit, the
governing principle is the mnistry of the Spirit of
God in one's life. To walk by the flesh is to succunb
to the nopods and appetites of the flesh.

When that is done, the flesh will produce very
predi ctabl e habits or works.

Gal atians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are
mani f est, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncl eanness, | asciviousness, ldolatry, wtchcraft,
hatred, variance, emul ations, wath, strife,
seditions, heresies, Envying, nurders, drunkenness,
revelling, and such like: of the which I tell you
before, as | have also told you in tinme past, that
t hey which do such things shall not inherit the

ki ngdom of Cod.

Li kewi se wal ki ng by neans of the spirit will produce
t hese predictable habits of works.

Gal atians 5:22-23. But the fruit of the Spirit is

| ove, joy, peace, |ongsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, Meekness, tenperance: against such there is no
| aw.

Jesus was the only man who ever |ived that never
commtted a single sin, and that's why He was the
perfect candidate to die for our sins.

Romans 8:3-4 "For what the law could not do in that it
was weak through the flesh, God did by sending H s own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of

sin: He condemmed sin in the flesh, that the righteous
requi rement of the law mght be fulfilled in us who do
not wal k according to the flesh but according to the
spirit".

Sal vati on depends on the nercy of God, not on nerits
from good deeds or sacrifice of people. W don't earn



salvation like a diploma, that's a free gift.

But God allows His people to be tenpted . H s purpose
Is not to intimdate us or trick us into "wong
decisions". Instead, He intends to strengthen us, and
teach us to depend on Hi s counsel and gui dance.

John 3:16. "For God so |oved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in H m
shoul d not perish but have everlasting life."

Because of Christ, we know that obedience to God
i ncl udes trusting in the cross of Christ for

sal vati on. Those who reject this provision are
choosi ng eternal death.

That's why it is extrenely inportant that you accept
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savi or!

Just think, if you accept Jesus as your Lord and
Savior, God is so nerciful that He will easily forgive
you of your sins, because Jesus took the punishnent

t hat we deserved when He was on the cross.

That's what it neans when people say "He died for us".
All we have to do is sincerely and neaningfully
confess our sins to God, repent and ask for

f or gi veness.

Romans 3:23. "For all have sinned, and cone short of
the glory of God."

Wth exception to our Lord Jesus Christ who is al so
t he son of God and man.
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