Exactly What |Is It That
Jesus Requires From Us?

By David Hopki ns

Are you annoyed by the ritualistic feel of nost
churches today?

Are you tired of people who insinuate that if you're
not perfect, then you aren't a good Christian?

Doesn't it annoy you when peopl e equate drinking and
snmoking with sin?

Yes, you know that the Bi ble does not conmmand peopl e
to not drink. You know that Jesus changed the water
into wine. You know that Christians are not perfect,
they're just forgiven. Nowhere does Jesus tell people
they should try to stay healthy and take care of their



body. In fact, He says the opposite, that you shoul d
not worry about such things. When people try to say
that cigarette snoking defiles the tenple of the Holy
Ghost, you know that Jesus said it is not what goes in
by the nmouth that defiles a person.

Qdd, isn't it, how sone people try to nmake their
prej udi ces into conmandnents from God? Especially when
Jesus conpl ai ned about the Pharisees "teaching as
commandnent the doctrines of nen."” But this seens to
be the habit of those who wish to control others.

A "divining rod," or "rule of thunmb," if you wi sh, for
determ ni ng whet her sonething is good or bad is the
Love commandnents. When asked which was the nost

| nportant conmandnent, Jesus replied, "Love God with
all your hearts... and the second nost inportant is
simlar to it, |ove your neighbor as yourself." Later
on, Jesus gave as a "new' commandnent: "Love one

anot her." Wen taken together with His assertion to
"Love your enemes," it can be seen that, by "one

anot her," He neant everyone, not just fellow
Christians. Thus, as Paul said in Romans, "The |aw and
t he prophets are summed up in the one commandnent, to
| ove one another." Unconditional altruistic love is
how Jesus wants us to treat each other. Can | ove be
faulted? It cannot. Anything done out of |ove is good.
Understand that, by "love," we are not talking about

I nfatuation or sexual attraction. Those are different
t hi ngs al t oget her.

What is neant by "altruistic love" is caring about the
feelings and well -being of the one |oved. Jesus gave
us an exanple when He said, "Geater |ove has no man

than... to lay down his life for soneone else." Then
He put his Iife on the block as a sacrifice for our
sins. He paid it all, folks, paid for everyone,

everywhere, once, for all tine.

Wy was His sacrifice able to wi pe out the sin of al
peopl e? He was the only perfect person ever to live
upon the earth. As a perfect person, H's sacrifice was
the perfect sacrifice. He had no sin that needed
paying for, thus giving up Hs life was an act of
purest |ove, utnost unselfishness. It was the perfect
sacrifice, the only thing which could cleanse all sin
forever.

It is not by our "being good' that we are saved from
puni shnent. It is sinply not possible for us to be

t hat good, that we would not suffer punishnent. Every
human bei ng save the Savi or has been selfish at sone
time in their life. Wien you play a sport and attenpt



to win, you are being selfish. I"'msorry, but it's
true. When you have food and eat it, knowing there are
people in the world who have no food, you are being
selfish. It is sad, | know. How, then, can anyone be
saved? Jesus said, "Believe on ne, and ye shall be
saved. " What does this nean? Sinply that if you
bel i eve that Jesus is the Son of God, who gave Hi's
life to save us from puni shnent, that is faith, and
that is all that is required.

Knowi ng that soneone gave up their life to save yours,
doesn't this nake you care about the one who gave up
their life? Jesus said, "If you |love ne, then obey
nme." What does He want us to obey? He gave us a "new'
commandnent, (neaning it replaces all the old ones) to
"Love one another." He cares about each and every one
of us, and He wants us to care about each other in the
sanme way. No parent wants their children hurting each
ot her.

Love does not envy; | ove does not desire to control;

| ove gives all it has, even gives up its life for the
sake of the one loved; love is patient; love is kind;

| ove is not proud; |ove does not punish, |ove praises;
| ove is happy when it sees happi ness, sad when it sees
sadness; | ove nourishes; |ove encourages; |ove builds
the other up; love desires to be always with the one

| oved; |ove heals; |ove does not destroy; |ove is not

sel fish; | ove does not ignore the one |oved, but waits
on them "hand and foot."

That can be a tall order, folks. But |ove also gives
strength to the one who | oves.
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