|s the Devil Stealing Your
Bl essings Wth These 3 Most
Conmon Fear s?

By David Hopki ns

I f you want to know what three nost conmon fears
are nore than likely stopping you fromgetting all
of your bl essings and prom ses from God that are
witten in the Holy Bible then keep reading this
article and 1'll show you.

You may have read the story in Matthew and Luke
chapter four about how Jesus was |led up by the Holy
Spirit into the wilderness to be tenpted by the
devil after He had fasted for forty days and forty
ni ght s.

But did you know there are three very inportant
I ndi cations surrounding all three of the



tenptations that the devil tried to get Jesus to
give in to?

Let's take a | ook.
1. Worrying About Eating, Drinking O d othing.

If a person doesn't eat for forty days or nights
it's probably safe to say that that person was
st ar vi ng.

So it nmakes sense that the first tenptation the
devil tried to use against Jesus was, "If thou be
the Son of God, command that these stones be nade
bread".

Now obviously it takes a trenmendous anmount of faith
and passion to go wthout eating for forty days.

Personally, |'ve done a three day fast before and
"Il tell you, if |I hadn't been reading ny Bible

and neditating in the word of God I wouldn't have
been able to do it, and you probably know at | east
one person who has troubl e skipping just one neal.

Jesus latter went on to teach in MI 6:35; saying
"Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your
life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;

nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not
the life nore than neat, and the body than rainent?"

He said this because He knew that these kinds of
fears can easily be exploited by the devil and are
very common fears anong nost peopl e.

O course not eating or drinking is on the higher
end of the spectrum because you could die or get
very sick from not eating.

But that's not what He neant.

Jesus was tal ki ng about how worrying about what you
will eat or how you will eat can cause you to |ose
focus on God and | ose the blessings that are
associated with trusting in H mand building up
your faith in H's word.

Yet sone people are vain and worry about wearing
desi gner clothes, being in style and | ooking |ike
celebrities even to the point of neglecting the
needs of their kids and paying bills on tine.

A bad and costly m stake that will nost |ikely cone



back to haunt them and nake the prom ses of God
null and void for the sane reason.

| don't know if you noticed but when the devil
tried to tenpt Jesus one of the things he
specifically said was "If thou be the Son of God",
Whi ch brings us to the second common fear the devil
uses to steal blessings fromyou.

2. Worrying About What Ot hers Think, Say O Do.

The second tenptation of the devil after he took
Jesus up to the top of the tenple was "If thou be
the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is
witten, He shall give H s angels charge concerning
thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up,

| est at any tine thou dash thy foot against a
stone. "

Now i f Jesus woul d' ve been the type of person that
worri ed about what other people thought about H m
or if He didn't know the word of God He probably
woul d' ve fell to Hs death trying to prove to the
devil that He was the son of God.

Fortunately for us He had been in the word of God
so heavily that He knew tenpting God was not a w se
thing to do so He responded with "It is witten
again, Thou shalt not tenpt the Lord thy God."

How many tinmes have you all owed yourself to be
pressured into doing sonething you knew was agai nst
God's word sinply because soneone said sonethi ng

t hat chal |l enged your man or woman- hood or you did
sonet hing you wouldn't normally do to get soneone
to |ike you.

It could even be sonething that they do or have
that's enjoyable and they rub it in your face and
make you feel |ow

Sonetinmes they do it unknow ngly.

But the devil knows that worrying about what ot her
people think, say or do will not only steal
bl essings fromyou but it could al so destroy you.

Now watch this.

In the devils last two tenptation attenpts on Jesus
he tried to get Jesus to performsone type of

mracle threw fear by insinuating that Jesus didn't
successfully make his transition into becom ng the



son of GCod.

Wi ch brings us back to the reason the devil Kkept
saying, "If thou be the Son of God" and ultimtely
to the third and final common fear the devil uses
to steal blessings fromyou.

3. Worrying About Miney, Power Or Success.
The third and final tenptation attenpt of the devil

after taking Jesus up to a high nmountain and
show ng Hmthe glory of all the kingdons in the

worl d was, "All this power will | give thee, and
the glory of them for that is delivered unto ne;
and to whonsoever | will | give it. If thou

therefore wilt worship ne, all shall be thine."
Now pi cture this.

You're Jesus and you' ve been suffering out in the
extrenely hot desert all alone by yourself with no
food or water and wearing the sane dirty clothes
wi t hout taking a bath or shower for forty days.

Now, you could easily accept the devils offer and
beconme the richest, nost powerful and successf ul
world ruler in world history!

You could eat the best foods, drink the best drinks,
wear the finest clothes, have the nost friends,
servants and people who | ook up to you, have the
nost noney and best things noney can buy!

Be nore popul ar, rich, beautiful and fanous than
your favorite celeb could ever dream about, in fact
they would | ook Ii ke a honel ess beggar in
conparison to you.

What woul d you do?

Now answer this.

What did Jesus choose to do?

He choose to say "Get thee behind ne, Satan: for it

Is witten, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and himonly shalt thou serve."

He |l ater taught in LK 6:24 saying "...woe unto you
that are rich! for ye have received your
consol ation. We unto you that are full! for ye

shal | hunger. We unto you that |augh now for ye
shal |l nmourn and weep. We unto you, when all nen



shal |l speak well of you! for so did their fathers
to the fal se prophets.™

That sounds |i ke a warning agai nst having too nuch
noney, power and success if you ask ne. But H s
poi nt was, having too nmuch of these things can
prevent you fromtrusting in God and building up
your faith in H's word and thus bl ocking you from
receiving H's bl essings and even stopping you from
recei vi ng sal vati on.

Jesus even said in MI 19:23 "Verily | say unto you,
That a rich man shall hardly enter into the ki ngdom
of heaven.”

I n conclusion, the devil can use any fear agai nst
you except for one. That one fear is the fear of
the lord which is the instruction of wisdom Pr
15: 33.

So read your Bible, build up your faith in Gods
word, and use the word of God exactly the way Jesus
did to protect yourself fromthe three nost conmon
fears the devil uses to steal blessings fromyou.
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