Unf orgi ving Servant - Wy
Whul d You Hurt Yourself Like
Thi s?

By David Hopki ns

I f you want to know how an unforgiving servant coul d
burn himor herself unintentionally on earth which
could lead to eternal burning in hell then listen to
this.

Everybody knows that if you stick your hand in a fire
you're going to be burned. This is a fact that was
branded in our mnds since childhood, therefore we
usual |y take special precautions when dealing with
fire. You wouldn't intentionally burn yourself because
you are aware of the pain and disconfort it wll cause

you.

But what if | told you that you could be causing



yoursel f and even nore painful and deeper disconfort?

What |'mreferring to is the pain and suffering caused
by holding on to a unforgiving spirit.

A common m sconception that people believe is they
have a right to be unforgiving based on the anount of
pain that was caused to them Also since they feel

al ot of pain every tine they think about what happened
it'"s only logical to hold on to that resentnent.

It seens right not to accept the guilty parties

apol ogy and sonetines they never apol ogize, but |'m
here to tell you today that forgiveness is for you not
them It's so you can nove on with your life and not
dwell in the past on things that are not prai seworthy.

Hol ding on to unforgiveness is very painful to the
unforgi ving person and al ot of tines causes you to
experi ence sl eepl essness and stress which in turn
coul d nmake you si ck.

In addition it makes you neditate on angry thoughts
toward the person who did you wong which could | ead
to hatred.

Hebrew 12: 14 "Make every effort to live in peace wth
all nmen and to be holy; w thout holiness no one wll
see the Lord."

Beyond a shadow of doubt, our spiritual eneny, the
devil, wll try to get us into a state of

unf orgi veness so that he can have an advantage in our
life.

He will rem nd us of past hurts that occurred nonths,
weeks or even years ago, if that wll work for him
VWhat he is trying to do is to get us to ponder them
| ong enough so that we will act out on them To
"resist" these thoughts is to resist the devil.

| know first hand fromny own personal experiences
that the above statenents are true and terrible, but
the worst part of all is that unforgi veness keeps the
all mghty, all know ng, all powerful, nost high God
fromforgiving you!

In Matthew 18:21-35 The man who recei ved personal
forgi veness but refused to forgive the man who owed
hima nere "hundred denarii's,"” was | abeled a "w cked
servant" because he was forgiven his debt which was
far nore than the debt he refused to forgive.



The power of forgiveness is imeasurable. It is a
power that Jesus used often and even del egated to his
fol | owers.

Luke 17:3-4 "Take heed to yourselves. |f your brother
si ns agai nst you, rebuke him and if he repents,
forgive him And if he sins against you seven tines in
a day, and seven tines in a day returns to you, saying
| repent, you shall forgive hini.

God | oves us very much and is very forgiving, even
when we nake m stakes. God gives us chances to work on
our behavior and be the best we can be. Wen you pray,
I f you hol d anythi ng agai nst anyone, forgive him so
that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sSins.

Mat t hew 6. 14-15 "For if you forgive nen when they sin

agai nst you, your heavenly Father wll also forgive
you. But if you do not forgive nen their sins, your
Father will not forgive your sins."”

In conclusion, to be unforgiving is to: anger God (M.
18:34), to give the devil an advantage in your life (2
Cor. 2:10,11), to conformto this w cked generation (2
Tim 3:3), not to walk in love (1 Cor. 13:5), to stop
God fromforgiving you (M. 6:14,15) and to negate
your own salvation (M. 18: 32, 34, 35;).
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